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17th & 18th December

INTERNATIONAL
1) Tax Inspectors Without Borders

Tax administration plays a crucial role in a nation’s economic development and
stability. Tax Inspectors Without Borders (TIWB), a joint initiative of the United
Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and the Organisation for Economic

Cooperation and Development (OECD), launched a significant program in Saint
Lucia on 14th December 2023.

2) Reuven Azar as the new Ambassador to India

The Israeli government recently greenlit the appointment of Reuven Azar as the new
Ambassador to India, underscoring his expansive role as the non-resident

Ambassador to Sri Lanka and Bhutan as well.

NATIONAL
1) Surat Diamond Exchange

Prime Minister Narendra Modi recently inaugurated the Surat Diamond Exchange
marking a historic moment as it surpassed the Pentagon to become the world’s largest
office complex.

This sprawling complex spans an impressive 6.7 million square feet and was
completed at a cost of 32 billion. The iconic Pentagon, a symbol of American power,
has an area of 6.5 million square feet.

2) Second edition of Kashi Tamil Sangamam

On 17th December in Varanasi, Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated the
second edition of Kashi Tamil Sangamam, a cultural extravagance aimed at fostering
the cultural ties between Varanasi and Tamil Nadu.

During the event, PM Modi also flagged off the Kashi Tamil Sangamam Express,

symbolizing the unity of the diverse cultures within India.
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3) Swarved Mahamandir in Umaraha, Varanasi

e Prime Minister Narendra Modi marked on 18th December as he inaugurated the
Swarved Mahamandir in Umaraha, Varanasi.

®  This newly constructed meditation center stands tall at seven floors, accommodating
an impressive 20,000 devotees at a time for meditation.

STATE NEWS

1) Aster Medcity, located in Kochi, Kerala

e Aster Medcity, located in Kochi, Kerala, and a unit of Aster DM Healthcare, has
emerged as a frontrunner in the healthcare industry.

* The hospital has recently achieved the remarkable feat of being ranked No.1 in the

‘Best Multi-specialty Hospital Emerging’ category by The Week-Hansa Research
2023, as published in December 2023.

2) The National Crime Records Bureau

e Adulteration is a more serious problem than what it looks like to many people.
Nothing can be as dangerous as adulterated food for the human body.

® The National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) recently revealed alarming data that
sheds light on the severity of the issue, especially in the city of Hyderabad and its

surrounding areas.

BANKING NEWS
1) IndusInd Bank

* Induslnd Bank has recently launched the ‘Indus Solitaire Program,” an innovative
community banking initiative specifically designed to cater to the unique needs of the
diamond industry.

® This comprehensive program is set to provide an array of exclusive benefits and

features, reinforcing the bank’s commitment to serving the diamond community.
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SPORTS NEWS

1) Saurashtra Cricket Association Stadium in Rajkot, Haryana

e Saurashtra Cricket Association Stadium in Rajkot, Haryana emerged victorious in the
2023 Viyjay Hazare Trophy, securing their first-ever title with a 30-run triumph over
Rajasthan in the summit clash.

* The victory marked one of the greatest campaigns in Indian domestic cricket history,
as Haryana showcased their dominance by remaining unbeaten throughout the
tournament.

BUSINESS AND ECONOMY

1) Genrobotics, a Kerala-based startup

* Genrobotics, a Kerala-based startup, has emerged as a frontrunner in the field of
Artificial Intelligence (Al) for social change.

® The company achieved significant recognition by being adjudged among the top three
Al startups in India at the Global Partnership on Artificial Intelligence (GPAI)
Summit 2023.

IMPORTANT DAYS

1) International Migrants Day 2023

e International Migrants Day 2023, observed annually on December 18, serves as a
global platform to recognize and appreciate the significant contributions of migrants

while shedding light on the challenges they face.

OBITUARY
1) Emir of Kuwait, Sheikh Nawab AI-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah has passed away
e Indiais in a somber state as it observes a one-day state mourning on Sunday,
December 17, following the passing of the Emir of Kuwait, Sheikh Nawab Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, who died on December 16, 2023, at the age of 86.
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